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Special points of interest: 

 

√ Check your child’s agen-

da book each day. 

 

√ Drop off your child 

after 7:45am. 
 

√ Arrive before 

8:15am or your 

child will be count-

ed tardy.   
Late arrivals must be 

signed in by an adult. 
 
 

√ Send us a note about 

changes in transportation, 

illness, and/or contact in-

formation. 

 

√ Students will not be 

dismissed from the 

office after 2:15 unless 

a note has been sent 

in stating they have 

an   

appointment. 
 

November had some memorable moments for our students at Wonderful 
Willards Elementary.  Our Pre-K teachers, Mrs. Dutton and Mrs. 
Spears, did a dynamic job preparing a Reading Workshop for our Pre-K 
boys and girls and their families.  We are just loving our full day Pre-K 
program this year and are excited to see the students in this grade lev-
el afforded so many opportunities and valuable learning experiences.   

We were also thrilled to see so many of our grandparents and family 
members supporting that role, during Grandparents’ Day. We want to 
thank our PTA and all parent volunteers for their time and contributions 
during this event.  We could not have done it without them!   

The PTA funding of our resident artist, Mr. Kevin Martin, for the week 
of November 18th, not only enabled our second-grade students to par-
ticipate in special opportunities by learning to play the steel drum; our 
whole school was able to enjoy a special concert provided by Mr. Martin 
himself.  The integration of the arts is alive and well at Wonderful 
Willards.   

Mid-Term reports will be going home again before we know it.  Please 
look for your child’s Term 2 progress report to come home on December 
12th.  Should you have any questions regarding the information on this 
report, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher.   

The winter holidays will soon be upon us.  We have some wonderful 
events and learning experiences for our students prior to that time.  
Dates such as our Winter Program and Reindeer Dash are just a couple 
to look for on our school calendar, which is always found on the back of 
each Dolphin Press publication. We hope you will be able to join us for as 
many events possible this season.  

It is our wish that everyone will have a chance to enjoy time with family 
and friends over our short Thanksgiving holiday break.  At Wonderful 
Willards, we are so very Thankful for the support we receive from our 
school families and local community.  Please know that our staff and ad-
ministration truly appreciate the kindness you show us and the help you 
provide our small but close-knit learning community.   

Wishing you and your loved ones a safe and Happy Holiday!  

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Nicholson 
Principal 
Willards Elementary School 



 

 

Pre Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

First Grade 

Wow! December is here and we are continuing our learning 
about the environment and how we help keep our Earth 
clean and healthy.  We continue to work on the letters of 
the alphabet and their sounds. We have added the letters 
Ee, Ll, Tt, Ss and Mm on our alphabet chart. When reading 
continue to talk about the setting, characters and main 
idea. Students will continue to learn about print awareness 
illustrating and writing about their drawings. In math the 
students will work on classifying objects, demonstrating 
an understanding of size and counting by rote. Continue to 
read and record your minutes on your reading log. Don’t 
forget to check out Ready Rosie for new videos. Have a 
great a safe winter break! See you in 2020! 

Math News:                                             
We are working hard on addition and multiplication 
strategies. In addition, we are continuing our work 
with 1 and 2 step word problems, and multiplication 
strategies and facts.  In our next unit your child 
will be working more precisely with measurement 
and geometric attributes. As your child works with 
shapes, discuss the names and characteristics of 
each shape.  We encourage your child to practice 
thier 0,1,2,3,5,9, and 10 facts.  Games and activi-
ties can be found on the ConnectED website or in 
the Student Reference book.  You can help your 
child by working on math that connects to daily 
life.  They can measure items at home to the near-
est centimeter and nearest half inch.  Don’t forget 
about ST Math! 

Reading News…  
   
We are so excited about our new reading series.   
In December, we will continue our study of Non-
fiction books.  Remember to encourage your child 
to read daily.  It is one of the most important 
things they can do to improve as readers.  

We hope everyone has a Wonderful Winter Break. 

Third Grade Teachers. 

First grade will be exploring different versions of 
folktales in reading for the month of December.  Stu-
dents will learn how characters learn a lesson in folktales. 
We will continue to emphasize reading and writing our 
first grade high frequency words. During writer’s work-
shop, students will continue writing “How to” books.  In 
math, we will continue using addition and subtraction to 
model and solve number stories and begin exploring 
lengths using nonstandard units.  We will explore holidays 
around the world in social studies.  Animal habitats will be 
our focus in science. Remember to read every night and 
complete your child’s reading calendar.  Don’t forget to 
check and sign agendas every night.  We wish you a relax-
ing holiday and a happy new year. 

During the month of December we will con-
tinue learning about mammals and the animal king-
dom with our study of Seymore Simon.  We will 
study more about the continent of Europe and the 
animals that live there.  Our winter performance on 
the 9th will include some animals from the frozen 
north as well.  In math we will continue addition and 
subtraction facts and add the topics of telling time 
and measuring in inches and centimeters.  With all 
of the shopping taking place this month, now would 
be a good time to begin finding the value of a given 
set of coins.  During our writing block we will be 
writing as experts on a variety of topics the stu-
dents feel they know a lot about. Please continue to 
read with your child at least 20 minutes every 
night, check their agendas, and also check their 
supplies. Please replenish these as needed and 
thank you for your continued support. We wish you 
a safe and happy holiday.  

We will be continuing to celebrate our family, friends, and 
kindness through fiction and nonfiction texts. We will also 
explore holiday traditions. We will be focusing on recogniz-
ing and making sets in different ways for teen numbers and 
counting aloud to 100 by ones and by tens. Please continue 
to review the sight word lists that have been sent home to 
build stronger readers and writers. 



 

 

Good Dolphin Character Makes a Difference! 

Our Wonderful Willard’s students have done a great job! We have a tremendous number of students 

showing that they have courage. We have students who are standing up for a friend, being a morning announc-

er, and trying new things for the first time. Please continue to encourage your children to be courageous in 

helping others and in being themselves.  

 During the month of November, our 2nd and 3rd grade students discussed adults who showed courage 

during difficult situations and then they shared how they can show courage.  The students shared one way they 

could make a difference in this big world.  Students in PK, kindergarten and 1st grade listened to a story entitled 

Howard B. Wigglebottom Listens to his Heart by Howard Binkow.  The students learn that each person is spe-

cial, and it takes courage to be yourself.   

 Congratulations to the November Dolphin Good Character Club Winners! The following students are be-

ing recognized for their courage. In pre-kindergarten, they are James Hennessey, Landon Addo, Ellie-Mae 

Bratten, Edward (Randall) Lewis and Armando Parrazel-Maza.  In kindergarten, they are Andrew Shaeffer, Eliana 

Green, Colton Doyen, Calee Smith, Nick Rankin, Hussain Bilal, Cruz Rodriguez-Phillips, Roxanne Luffman and 

Evan Scarlett.  In first grade, they are Brayden Allen, Dillon Cook, Bella Hiltner-Melendez, Eli Watts, Liam Rogers, 

Chase Lewis and Malik Bilal. In second grade, they are Amber Shaeffer, Emily Ramon-Loyo, Connor Ashley, Mac-

Kenzie Ondo, Kamdyn Gill, Hallie Townsend, Journey Daubach and Darcie Krehnbrink.  In third grade, they are 

Jackson Meck, Adalyn Sherman, Trey Daubach, Elliana Whitmarsh, Madison Trader, Hayden Molnar and James 

Gooding. Way to go friends, keep up the good work! 

We were thankful to have so many grandparents, family members and local Veterans visiting with us in 

November.  Our 3rd grade students did a wonderful job on the Veterans Day program. 

December’s character trait will be fairness. 

Sincerely,  

Chris Thompson  
School Counselor 



 

 

Ripley’s Believe It or Not Incredible Kid Award 

 Audra & Braydon Ely visited Wonderful Willards to present all nominees the Rip-

ley’s Believe It or Not Certificate and announce the Incredible Kid Award for September.  

The following students were nominees for this award:  DanaLynn Lank, Mason Tomblin, 

Lincoln Collins, Hunter Spence, Giselle Abitua and Wyatt Woodgeard.  Those students 

received a Ripley’s certificate and an individual pass to Ripley’s Believe It or Not in 

Ocean City, MD.  The following students were given the Incredible Kid Award:  Jackson 

Ward, Rhyan Parsons, Colton Elmore, Noah McCoy and Hadley Dawson.  Those students 

received a Ripley’s certificate and a family pass to Ripley’s Believe It or Not in Ocean 

City, MD.  Congratulations!  Mr. and Mrs. Ely are proud to announce that the children’s 

interactive room is open to everyone! 

Audra & Braydon Ely visited Wonderful Willards to present all nominees the Ripley’s Believe 

It or Not Certificate and announce the Incredible Kid Award in October.  The following stu-

dents were nominees for this award:  Gianna Graham, Eliana Green, Jase Ford, Dallas Lang-

don, Aubrey Womer, Aubrey Kinhart, Vayda Langdon, Ryleigh Cunningham-Hewitt and Ma-

Kayla Peek.  Those students received a Ripley’s certificate and an individual pass to Ripley’s 

Believe It or Not in Ocean City, MD.  The following students were given the Incredible Kid 

Award:  William Tyndall, Emmanuel Bonola-Soriano, Emily Powell, Joslyn Brodie and Zoey 

Prestas.  Those students received a Ripley’s certificate and a family pass to Ripley’s Believe 

It or Not in Ocean City, MD.  Congratulations!   



 

 

HEALTH OFFICE NEWS  The ARTS are Happening at WWS!  

The 2nd grade is busy with preparations for their upcoming December 9, 6:00pm show entitled “Narbert The Narwhal’s 
North Pole Neighbors”. Students with a speaking part will need to meet to get into costume, in the art room at 5:30, all 
other students need to meet in their homeroom class at 5:45. Students are working on seasonally inspired art that will be 
on display the evening of the concert. The 2nd grade would like to thank Mr. Kevin Martin for their recent steel drum expe-
rience. This residency is of the highest quality and such a treat!  
We will hold our annual Reindeer Dash on December 16th to raise funds for the residencies and arts experiences for the 
rest of the school year.  Any donation is greatly appreciated.    
 

Strep Throat 

Sore throat complaints are very common among children during late fall and winter months. When a child devel-

ops signs and symptoms of malaise, cough, and sore throat, many parents worry that their child could have strep 

throat. Below are some facts about strep throat, and what to do if you suspect your child may have strep. 

-Strep throat is an infection of the throat caused by group A Streptococcus bacteria. 

-Signs and symptoms of strep throat are sore throat, pain when swallowing, fever, red and swollen tonsils, and 

sometimes nausea/vomiting. 

-Most sore throats are not caused by strep, but by viruses; however, if you suspect your child has strep throat, 

please take him/her to the doctor to get evaluated. 

-The only way to positively diagnose strep throat is by performing a throat swab/strep test at your doctor’s office. 

-If your child has been diagnosed with strep throat, he/she should stay home for at least 24 hours after starting 

antibiotics, and until fever has resolved. Please follow your doctor’s orders for treatment and make sure your 

child finishes a full course of antibiotics so that the infection does not come back. 

-To avoid contracting strep infection, wash your hands often, and do not drink from the same glass, eat from the 

same plate, or share utensils with the individual who has strep throat. 

 

Health Office News 



 

 

Health Office News cont. 

Holiday Safety Tips 

Below are some of the holiday safety tips from American Academy of Pediatrics. 

 

-In homes with small children, avoid decorations that are sharp or breakable. 

-Keep decorations containing small parts out of reach of children to prevent them from swallowing or inhaling small 

pieces. 

-Avoid trimmings that resemble candy or food to prevent accidental ingestion of potentially toxic materials. 

- Keep potentially poisonous holiday plant decorations, including mistletoe berries, Jerusalem cherry, and holly ber-

ry, away from children. 

-If your child accidentally ingests any non-food substance that may be potentially harmful, please call Maryland Poi-

son Control Center 24-hour emergency service at the following number:  1-800-222-1222. 

For more information, please go to ww.aap.org. The link to full article: https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-

room/news-features-and-safety-tips/Pages/Holiday-Decorations-Safety-Tips-from-the-American-Academy-of-Pediatrics.aspx 

Have a safe and happy holiday season! 



 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

F 2 A 3 

Picture 
Make Up 
day 

B 4 

Stephen 
Decatur 
Field Trip 

C 5 D 6 

PTA Breakfast 
with Santa 
9:00am-
11:00am 

Powellville FD 7  8 

2nd Gr. Win-
ter Program 
6:00pm 

E 9 F 10 

Charleston 
Wrap Pick 
Up 8:30am-
5:30pm 

A 11 

Bookmobile 

Progress Re-
ports Distribut-
ed 

B 12 

Reindeer 
Dash Money 
Due 

C 13 

Breakfast 
with Santa 

9:00am-
11:00am 

Willards VFD 14  15 

Reindeer 
Dash 

D 16 

 

E 17 

Spirit Day 

 

F 18 A 19 B 20  21  22 

 23  24  25  26  27  28  29 

 30  31           

              

NOTES: 
Upcoming dates to remember: 

Jan. 2nd– School reopens 

Jan. 10th-Spirit Day 

Jan.15th-Muffins for Moms 

Jan. 16th– Bookmobile 

Jan. 20th-School Closed—MLK Birthday 

Jan. 24th-Chuck E Cheese Fundraiser 

Jan. 27th-Schools Closed-Professional Day 

Jan. 30th– Report Cards Distributed 

Schools Closed for Winter Break 

Schools Closed for Winter Break 


